
The Pastorôs Corner By:  Pas to r  Ruff in  S tepp 

Did Jesus REALLY Rise 

from the Dead?!  

5 reasons to believe Jesus 

rose from the dead 

What? Are you serious? 

Whoôd believe this in the 21st 

Century? Youôd have to 

think the gospels are in-

spired by God or something like that, and theyôre a 

bunch of myths! 

Dear Church Family, for this exercise letôs assume 

nothing special about the Gospel writings at all. How 

about we use only the information that is accepted as 

historical by virtually all scholars who have studied 

the material concerning the resurrection of Jesus to-

day ð no matter how skeptical they are. That 

means, for example, that I will only 

cite New Testament passages, ones 

that are beyond reproach by even the 

most-skeptical of academic egg-

heads. 

Using the following 5 facts I feel 

overwhelmingly certain that Jesusô 

resurrection is the most likely expla-

nation of the empty tomb. 

Consider just the following details 

that the vast majority of skeptical 

scholars allow: 

1. Most scholars agree that Jesusô tomb was dis-

covered empty shortly afterwards. 

With almost two dozen reasons favoring this report 

alone, what best explains this? Other explanations 

fall far short of accounting for all the evidence. 

2. Many eyewitnesses assert that they saw the 

risen Jesus, both individually and in groups. 

Even apart from the Gospels, we can establish this 

totally from just two passages in Paulôs ñundisputed 

writingsò: 

ïPaul told the Corinthians that he had received 

the resurrection report from others (1 Corinthians 

15:1-8). 

ïThe consensus critical view is that Paul probably 

obtained this material in Jerusalem, when he visited 

the eyewitness apostles Peter and James, the brother 

of Jesus (Galatians 1:18-24). 

ïPaul returned to Jerusalem 14 years later and spe-

cifically checked out the nature of the Gospel mes-

sage, again with eyewitnesses Peter, James, and now 

John (Galatians 2:1-10). 

ïAll the apostles agreed that Jesus appeared to them 

after his death (1 Corinthians 15:11). 

3. Scholars also agree that Paul 

received this material from the 

other apostles at an exception-

ally early date ð only about 

five years after the crucifixion. 

But since the others knew the 

reports before Paul did, we are 

right back to the events them-

selves. Even one of the best-

known Christian-critical scholars 

today, non-Christian specialist 

Bart Ehrman, dates many Christian traditions as 

early as just a year or two after the crucifixion! 

4. But why should we believe that these eyewit-

nesses were being honest? We have first century 

sources that the three apostles mentioned above 

were all martyred: Paul, Peter, and James the 

brother of Jesus. 

Of course, people die for all sorts of ideas, but only 

Continue on page 3 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2015.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2015.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Galatians%201.18-24
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Galatians%202.1-10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2015.11
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Music  Notes 
By:  Juan i ta  Meeks ,  Min is te r  o f  Mus ic 

Spring is just around the corner for  daylight savings 

time is here, the equestrian folks are heading back home, 

and  students as well as teachers are longing for spring 

break then the countdown to summer vacation!  These 

are indeed signs of the ótimeô!  However, before all of 

this takes place,  there is much to celebrate here at Palms 

West. So look at the list of really important services 

coming up and make it a point to be present for each 

one! 

Palm Sunday, March 29th  the children and adult 

choirs bring palm branches into the worship center sing-

ing ñBlessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna!ò  You will certainly not 

want to miss ñYou Gaveò , a most touching musical ac-

count of the reason for Christôs  sacrifice presented by 

the Childrenôs choir.   The adult choir will close the ser-

vice musically   with  ñCalvary Is The Seaò.  Hopefully 

your curiosity is sparked by that unusual title as was 

mine.  Here are a few lines from the selection that might 

help illuminate the idea: ñNo sacrifice I could give for 

You could match what Youôve given me, for my every-

thing is but a drop of dew and Calvary is the sea, Cal-

vary is the seaò.  Ruffinôs sermon  as well as the com-

plete lyrics to the song  are sure to bring the magnitude 

of Christôs awesome sacrifice more clearly into our un-

derstanding and imprint it on our hearts!  So be prepared 

to leave the service with  a deep sense of gratitude! 

Maundy Thursday,  April 1st takes us back to the 

events of that first ñHoly Weekò with a  moving drama 

directed by Debbie Still.  Come hear the account of 

those events through the eyes of Lazarus, Martha, Mary 

and Jesus.  ñThey Crucified My Lordò, ñShalomò and 

ñWere You There?ò  will also underscore these events 

musically!  

Easter Sunday, April 5th,  arrives with an inspiring 

Sunrise service featuring the ñSpoken Wordò by Rowan 

Pelfrey, Joshua Ramsingh & Bruce Hoffman.  The 

Quintet opens the service with ñI Believe In A Hill 

Called Mount Calvaryò  and leads the congrega-

tion in ñBecause He Livesò.  Rowan Pelfrey,  solo-

ists, will touch your heart with ñYou Gaveò.   If 

you find the 8:00 service fits your schedule better, 

then  come worship a bit later for you will enjoy 

the same content as the Sunrise service only inside 

the worship center rather than outside by the bon-

fire.   

The 9:30 am and 11:00 am services will be mirror 

images with a lively trumpet introit and a special  

butterfly visual presented by Moms and daughters 

of the childrenôs choir.  (Many thanks to Jamie 

Meeks for choreography and Angela Stitt for cos-

tumes.)  Brad Stitt and Jim Meeks will be  the re-

gal trumpeters!   

The Childrenôs choir presenting ñYou Gaveò, the 

Quintet offering ñBecause He Livesò, and the 

choir  with worship leader, Brad Stitt, singing ñMy 

Life For Youò accompanied by a guest profes-

sional guitarist will comprise a team of  musicians 

that astound this director with the depth of talent 

and commitment to our Lord!  The commitment of 

time, creativity  and talent that an Easter celebra-

tion of Christôs resurrection demands will hope-

fully inspire all who worship with us to leave 

Palms West on Easter Sunday convinced that ñthe 

least that I can do is live my life for Youò!  So 

come, bring your extended family, friends and 

neighbors to worship expecting  to meet the chal-

lenge to walk closer with Christ. 

We will be holding our We will be holding our We will be holding our Annual Annual Annual 

Meeting Meeting Meeting on Sunday, on Sunday, on Sunday, April 19thApril 19thApril 19th.  .  .  

The Annual Meeting will occur after each The Annual Meeting will occur after each The Annual Meeting will occur after each 

worship service that morning.worship service that morning.worship service that morning.   
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Holy Week Events March 29th-April 5th 

Palm Sunday March 29th: 

8:00am 

9:30 am & 11:00 am* -Identical Services  

with special music from Adult and Childrenôs choirs 
 

Maundy Thursday April 2nd: 

6:00-7:00pm  Dinner-Soup and Bread 

7:00 pm Service and Communion 

Family Easter Festival : 

 April 4th 2:00pmï4:00pm 

Easter Egg Hunt & Fun for the whole family! 

Easter Sunday April 5th: 

6:30am Sunrise Service-Outside   

8:00am ñJust Afterò Sunrise Service-In the Worship Center 

 

9:30am & 11:00 am*-Identical Traditional Services 

 

Please stay for Easter Brunch after each Service 
 

*Sunday School for children Pre-K to 5th grade will be offered during the 

9:30am and 11:00am Services on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday 

(Nursery Available at all Services (except Sunrise Easter Service) 

   

for what they are convinced is true. Unlike others 

however, the apostles were in a position to know 

whether or not they had seen Jesus Christ alive after 

his death. By being willing to die, scholars agree that 

they were convinced that Jesus had really appeared 

to them. At the very least, this addresses their hon-

esty and conviction. 

5. Of these eyewitnesses, Paul was a persecutor of 

the early Christians, and James was an unbe-

liever. 

Skeptical scholars accept this in both cases. But why 

did they become believers? Again, they were cer-

tainly in a position to know whether the risen Jesus 

had appeared to them. 

But arenôt the gospels full of myths? I donôt think 

that claim can be proven at all, but thatôs another 

subject for another day. 

** Notice that we didnôt use the gospels here. We 

only used texts that are accepted by virtually all 

scholars who have studied these events in detail.** 

Altogether, these five reasons are each based on a 

well-evidenced foundation, built on texts that are 

accepted as historical by virtually all scholars 

(Christian/skeptical/ and Academic-Egghead alike), 

whatever their religious persuasion. 

Can you as a follower of Christ say that the vast 

weight of evidence supports a literal resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus?  Based on the evidence at hand I say 

an emphatic YES.  Friends, we serve a risen Savior 

who is on the move in the world todayé May we be 

about our Fatherôs business as well. 

Jesus is Risen! 

Pastor Ruffin 

 

The Pastorôs Corner conôt 

Thinking about  

becoming a member of 

our congregation?  

Want to know more 

about Palms West  

Presbyterian Church? 

We invite you and your 

family to our home (kids 

are definitely welcome) 

Friday March 27th 6-8pm  

This gathering is for 

those who have recently 

started attending or who 

are considering joining 

Palms West Presbyterian 

Church. We would love 

to get to know you better 

and give you an opportu-

nity to learn more about 

our vision in an informal 

setting. This will be a re-

laxed evening of great 

fellowship!  

Sincerely,  

Melanie & Ruffin Stepp  

(Please RSVP to Melanie 

561-601-7425) 
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youngest, Jamie, is about to graduate from UF Law 

School in May.  All three of our children got their 

undergraduate degrees at UF, making us pretty die 

hard Gator fans. 

 

I am married to Jim Harris, and together we own a 

Mom and Pop electrical contracting company, doing 

commercial new construction.  When we moved to 

Loxahatchee Groves 17 years ago, Jimôs Mom and 

Dad came to visit from Iowa and Grandma won-

dered why we didnôt go to that nice Presbyterian 

Church that was just around the corner, so we went 

with her that very Sunday.  I noticed something dif-

ferent about Palms West Presbyterian Church.  They 

talked about the good news of Jesus Christôs love for 

us, and his gift to us, of being saved from our sins.  

This was not the hell, fire, and brimstone that I had 

grown up on.  These people were friendly and 

warm, and I felt that our family was welcome 

here.  From 2007-2010 I served as an elder for 

the first time by directing the Fellowship team, 

and working toward building that aspect of our 

Church as a family was very rewarding.  

 

Today, I am proud to be part of a Church that is 

growing, not only growing in membership but 

also in spirituality.  I am excited by the Ministry 

that Ruffin and Melanie have brought to this Church.  

Beginning with the Bible in 90 days program, they 

have emphasized studying the Bible as an integral 

part of growing as a Christian.  Sunday Church ser-

vices are more about learning the bible than hearing 

a sermon.  Seeing almost 30 kids gathering in front 

for the childrenôs message, and then heading off to 

Greg Bisignano- As a Florida 

native I  moved to Wellington 

during my elementary years.  

I grew up in a Christian home 

attending St. Rita's Church for 

most of my life.  I got married 

in 2007, to Desiree and 

shortly after Christian was 

born.  Two years later we had 

our second son, Dustin.  When our sons got a little 

older we started to look for a church that had a good 

program for our children.  Desiree works with Deb-

bie Still and she had invited us to check out this little 

church in Loxahatchee.  We attended one Sunday in 

March and have been coming ever since.  Before we 

knew it we joined the church, we were teaching Sun-

day School, going to special events, and taking the 

kids to choir.  Palms West Presbyterian is the church 

we had been looking for.  I answered the call for be-

coming an elder as I want to be an example to the 

young children at our church.  The world has 

seemed to lost touch with family values and a focus 

on God.  I appreciate the opportunity to work with 

others to spread the message on the importance of 

God in our families.  I see God working at Palms 

West every week when the children come up for 

their message.  The youth at our church is growing.  

They are our future.  It is awesome seeing them 

learn about God and growing in their faith. 

 

Deb Harris- ñLake Effect Snowò was a phrase I 

heard often where I grew up with 

one sister 35 miles south of Buffalo.  

Raised in a Christian Family, my 

mother and father were active in 

their Baptist Church as Deacons and 

Sunday School Teachers, so service 

to your Church was something I was 

taught growing up.  Getting away 

from the snow was what brought me 

to Florida in 1975. 

 

My oldest daughter Tish and her husband Ben, have 

a 14-month old baby girl, Sophie, my first grand-

child and the light of my life, and they live in Lake 

Worth.  My son Joshua, and his fiancée Kristie, just 

moved to Portland, Oregon, for job opportunities, 

but will be back for their wedding in June.  My 

Meet  our  New C lass  o f  E lders 
Ins ta l la t ion  and Ord inat ion  o f  E lders  a t  the 9 :30  am and 11am serv ices . 
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Meet  our  New C lass  o f  E lders 
Ins ta l la t ion  and Ord inat ion  o f  E lders  a t  the 9 :30  am and 11am serv ices . 

Sunday school is heartwarming.  Seeing new faces 

in all three services, seeing more people willing to 

participate and to serve their Church, makes this a 

very exciting time in our Church life; we know that 

God is certainly at work here!     

 

Changing your life, thatôs what loving Jesus does.  

Jesus can be one of three things in your life. He can 

be nothing in your life, he can be something in your 

life, or he can be everything in your life.  The last 

one changes you.  Loving Jesus makes you want to 

be a better person to please him. I answered the call 

to be an elder again because I want to be part of wel-

coming new people and am looking forward to being 

part of the Worship team! 

 

Robert Bongiorno- My wife Carlee and I have been 

together since April of 2009. We got engaged on our 

2 year anniversary and we were mar-

ried on June 15th 2013. Arianna was 

born on April 26th 2014 and she 

came home from the hospital on May 

24th 2014. I started coming to PWPC 

about 20 years ago and would help 

my mom watch the children in the 

nursery. Carlee and I started coming 

to church regularly back in March of 

2013 (a few months before our wedding) and we 

look forward to coming to church every Sunday. I 

answered the call to become an elder because we 

love our church family and want to be more in-

volved in growing deeper in our faith. We see God 

working not just at PWPC but all around us. Since 

we started attending church regularly we have grown 

closer as a family and we have been more apprecia-

tive of the many blessing in our lives. We look for-

ward to continuing to grow in faith, connecting with 

the community, and humbly serving our church. 

 

Kimberly Casey- I have a wonderful, supportive 

husband, Patrick and 

two beautiful children, 

Brianna and Matthew. I 

have been a part of the 

PWPC family since I 

was in the fourth grade 

(21 years). I was so 

happy to be nominated 

this year. I was nomi-

nated previously, but it just wasn't the right time. 

Now is the time and I feel God is telling me that. 

God has performed miracles in my life and it's time 

to share that with others. God has been working here 

at PWPC since I can remember. We use to meet in a 

school cafeteria and now we have our own place of 

worship. We use to have 1 service and now we have 

3. We are growing and I hope we can continue to 

grow and show everyone God's love. I love that I 

have come full circle in my church family and get to 

raise my family in the same love. Thank you for this 

amazing opportunity! 

 

Guy Vautin- First and foremost, I am a Disciple of 

Christ. I am married to the most amazing woman 

Peggy, and we have three 

children. And now I get be 

the Grandfather to five pre-

cious grandkids! 

We joined the Church 

(PWPC) when the kids 

were young, from a per-

sonal invitation by a friend 

of Peggy's. Loved the people, loved the Pastor. 

I answered the call to serve on session for another 

term because I feel God calls to everyone "follow 

me" and this is my way of saying, here I am. 

I can clearly see Gods hand on us as a Church look-

ing back, looking around, I see an active healthy 

body learning to grow in discipleship. Looking for-

ward I am excited to be a part of wherever he leads. 


