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Did Jesus REALLY Rise
from the Dead?!

5 reasons to believe Jesus
rose from the dead

Past orB@ Pastd RuffinnSeepp

totally from t
writingso:

i Paul told the Corinthians that he had received
theresurrection report from others Corinthians

15:1-8).

i The consensus critical view is that Paul probably
obtained this material in Jerusalem, when he visited
the eyewitness apostles Peter and James, the brother

somet h iofJesus((SaIatlans 1:14).

j ust wWo pas

What? Are you serious?
Whodéd believe
Century? Youdd
think the gospels are in-
God or

spired
bunch of myths!

by yor
. . _ A i Paul returned to Jerusalem 14 years later and spe-
Dear Church Family, for this exercisee t 6 s a s cifically checked out the nature of the Gospel mes-

nothing special about the Gospel writings at all. How sage, again with eyewitnesses Peter, James, and now
about we usenly the information that is accepted as John (alatians 2:410).

historical by virtually all scholars who have studied
the material concerning the resurrection of Jesus to- i All the apostles agreed that Jesus appeared to them

dayd no matter how skeptical they are. That
means, for example, that | will only g
cite New Testament passages, one
that are beyond reproach by even t
mostskeptical of academic egg
heads.

Using the following 5 facts | feel
over whel mingly
resurrection is the most likely explal
nation of the empty tomb.
Consider just the following details
that the vast majority of skeptical
scholars allow:

1. Most schol ar s
covered empty shortly afterwards.

agree

With almost two dozen reasons favoring this report
alone, what best explains this? Other explanations
fall far short of accounting for all the evidence.

2. Many eyewitnesses assert that they saw the
risen Jesus, both individually and in groups.

Even apart from the Gospels, we can establish this

-Bart Ehrman, dates many Christian traditions as j

after his deathl( Corinthians 15:1)1

3. Scholars also agree that Paul
~ received this material from the
other apostles at an exception-
ally early dated only about

five years after the crucifixion.

But since the others knew the
reports before Paul did, we are
right back to the events them-
selves. Even one of the best

== known Christiarcritical scholars
today, norChristian specialist

early as just a year or two after the crucifixion!

4. But why should we believe that these eyewit-
nesses were being honest? We have first century
sources that the three apostles mentioned above
were all martyred: Paul, Peter, and James the
brother of Jesus.

Of course, people die for all sorts of ideas, but only

Continue on page 3


http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2015.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2015.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Galatians%201.18-24
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Galatians%202.1-10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2015.11
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Music Notes
By: Juanita Meeks, Minister of Music

Spring is just around the corner for daylight savings Qui nt et opens the servic

time is here, the equestrian folks are heading back horGea | | ed Mount Cal varyo a
and students as well as teachers are longingforspring i on i n fiBecause He Live
break then the countdown to summer vacation! Thesei st s, wi l |l touch your he

are indeed signs of the goufincteed8!00 serkice fite youg schedulte ddtter,r e
this takes place, there is much to celebrate here at Palhesx come worship a bit later for you will enjoy
West. So look at the list of really important services  the same content as the Sunrise service only inside
coming up and make it a point to be present for each the worship center rather than outside by the bon-
one! fire.

Palm Sunday, March 29th the children and adult The 9:30 am and 11:00 am services will be mirror
choirs bring palm branches into the worship center singnages with a lively trumpet introit and a special
ing ABl essed is He who c buttexfly visuahpresemted by Mome anad daughtdrse
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosannaf ot h®¥oaohwl dFrenéstahol y.
want to miss AYou Gaveo Meeksfomah@adography and ArigelagStitiniar cos- ¢ a
count of the reason f or (imes.) Brad@®@stt andslim dleeksfwill beethepe- e s

the Childrends choir. Gahteimpeetdrst | t choir will cl o
vice musically wi t h ACal vary | s The Seao. Ho
your curiosity is sparked by that unusual title as was Thg Chtldr eno; chc~)|r pre
mine. HereareafewlinesfromtheselectionthatmlglgeUI ntet _offerl ng ABecaus
help il luminate the i deaf HNB s&’thf}Ni?Esh Bob?ad

nYMUO REFOMPan g

You could match what Youb{/ %F9E
thing is but a drop of dew and Calvary is the sea, Cal- sional guitarist will comprise a team of musicians
vary i s the seao. Ruf fi W%t gstogngm%dérqgtor chrlhsthe WEQW cff talgng t
plete lyrics to the song are sure to bring the magnltudé?lnd commitment to our Lord! The commitment of
of Christdéds awesome sacr pn?e CEe%t'V'Wn%nP tglen&t?a&ag |':'€\St9r cqlehr?. o]
derstanding and imprint it on our hearts! So be prepar[ad' on of ristos esurre

to leave the service with a deep sense of gratitude! fully inspire all who WOI’ShIp with us to Ieave
Pal ms West on Easter Sun

Maundy Thursday, April 1st takes us back to the |l east that | can do i s |
events of that first @ Ho tome, Weagykudextenddd famiby, friendoand n g
directed by Debbie Still. Come hear the account of neighbors to worship expecting to meet the chal-
those events through the eyes of Lazarus, Martha, Matgnge to walk closer with Christ.

and Jesus. AThey Crucified My Lordo, AShal omo a
AfWere You There?o wi ||
musically!

We will be holding ouANNual
Meeting on sundayApril 19th.

Easter Sunday, April 5th, arrives with an inspiring
Sunrise service featurin
Pelfrey, Joshua Ramsingh & Bruce Hoffman. The

The Annual Meeting will occur after eadj y R
worship service that morning.
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for what they are convinced is true. Unlike others * * Noti ce that we didnot
however, the apostles were in a position to know  only used texts that are accepted by virtually all
whether or not they had seen Jesus Christ alive afterscholars who have studied these events in detail . **
his death. By being willing to die, scholars agree thatAItogether, these five reasons are each based on a
they were convinced that Jesus had really appeared,q||_evidenced foundation, built on texts that are

to them. At the very least, this addresses their hon- accepted as historical by virtually all scholars

esty and conviction. (Christian/skeptical/ and Acaderditgghead alike),
5. Of these eyewitnesses, Paul was a persecutor of whatever their religious persuasion.

the early Christians, and James was an unbe- Can you as a follower of Christ say that the vast
liever. weight of evidence supportditeral resurrection of
Skeptical scholars accept this in both cases. But whyour Lord Jesus? Based on the evidence at hand | say
did they become believers? Again, they were cer- an emphati& ES. Friends, we serve a risen Savior

tainly in a position to know whether therisenJesus who i s on the move in the
had appeared to them. about our Fatherods busine
But arendét the gospel s fleslsisRiseh! myt hs? | donét th
that c¢claim can be proverf?asf’brIRufﬁnll’ but thatds anot

subject for another day. Thinki bout
inking abou

becoming a member of
Holy Week Events March 29t\pril 5th our congregation?
Want to know more
Palm Sunday March 29th: about Palms West
8:00am Presbyterian Church?
9:30 am & 11:00 am#ldentical Services We invite you and yqur

with special musi c from Adu'famil‘ﬂ?) urh%n}ﬂé(llidgren

Maundy Thursday April 2nd: are definitely welcome)
6:00-7:00pm DinneiSoup and Bread Friday March 27th 68pm
7:00 pm Service and Communion This gathering is for

those who have recently,
Family Easter Festival : started attending or who
April 4th 2:00pni 4:00pm are considering joining
Easter Egg Hunt & Fun for the whole family! Palms West Presbyterian

. _ Church. We would love
Easter Sunday April 5th: to get to know you better

6:30am Sunrise Servigautside :
and\{gl.ve Qu an opportur

8:00am AJust Af-Inthe WorsBiuGenters e S “hity Yo' le&rfi more about

our vision in an informal
setting. This will be a re-
. laxed evening of great

Please stay for Easter Brunch after each Servig@owship:

Sincerely,

9:30am & 11:00 amidentical Traditional Services

*Sunday School for children Ps#¢ to 5th grade will be offered during the
9:30am and 11:00am Services on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
(Nursery Available at all Services (except Sunrise Easter Service) | | (Please RSVP to Melanie

561-601-7425)

Melanie & Ruffin Stepp



| Meet our New

Installation and Ordination of Eld

g Greg Bisignane As a Florida
444 native | moved to Wellington
4 during my elementary years.

| grew up in a Christian home

= attending St. Rita's Church for
% most of my life. | got married

in 2007, to Desiree and

shortly after Christian was

born. Two years later we had
our second son, Dustin. When our sons got a little
older we started to look for a church that had a good
program for our children. Desiree works with Deb-
bie Still and she had invited us to check out this little
church in Loxahatchee. We attended one Sunday in
March and have been coming ever since. Before we -
knew it we joined the church, we were teaching Sun-Youngest, Jamie, is about to gradgate from UF _Law
day School, going to special events, and taking the School in May. All three of our chllqlren got their _
kids to choir. Palms West Presbyterian is the Churchundergraduate degrees at UF, making us pretty die
we had been looking for. | answered the call for be- hard Gator fans.

coming an elder as | want to be an example to the
young children at our church. The world has
seemed to lost touch with family values and a focus
on God. | appreciate the opportunity to work with
others to spread the message on the importance of
God in our families. | see God working at Palms
West every week when the children come up for
their message. The youth at our church is growing.
They are our future. It is awesome seeing them
learn about God and growing in their faith.

I am married to Jim Harris, and together we own a
Mom and Pop electrical contracting company, doing
commercial new construction. When we moved to
Loxahatchee Groves 17 yea
Dad came to visit from lowa and Grandma won-
dered why we didnét go to
Church that was just around the corner, so we went
with her that very Sunday. | noticed something dif-
ferent about Palms West Presbyterian Church. They
talked about the good new
o . Us, and his gift to us, of being saved from our sins.
DebHarrisiLake Effect Snowo THs& s né theHelf, feS #hd brimstone that | had
heard often where | grew up with ‘ grown up on. These people were friendly and
one sister 35 miles south of Buffal warm, and | felt that our family was welcome
Raised in a Christian Family, my here. From 2002010 | served as an elder for
mother and father were active in the first time by directing the Fellowship team,
their Baptist Church as Deacons ag#= and working toward building that aspect of our
Sunday School Teachers, so servii_s . Church as a family was very rewarding.
to your Church was something | wy -
taught growing up. Getting away s "N Today, | am proud to be part of a Church that is
from the snow was what brought ‘ growing, not only growing in membership but
to Florida in 1975. ' also in spirituality. | am excited by the Ministry

_ that Ruffin and Melanie have brought to this Church.
My oldest daughter Tish and her husband Ben, havepeginning with the Bible in 90 days program, they
a 14month old baby girl, Sophie, my first grand-  have emphasized studying the Bible as an integral
child and the light of my life, and they live in Lake  part of growing as a Christian. Sunday Church ser-
Worth. My son Joshua, and his fiancee Kristie, just yjces are more about learning the bible than hearing

moved to Portland, Oregon, for job opportunities, 3 sermon. Seeing almost 30 kids gathering in front
but will be back for their wedding in June. My for the childrends messag
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Class of Elders
closer as a family and we have been more apprecia-

ers at the 9:30 am and 1lam services tive of the many blessing in our lives. We look for-
ward to continuing to grow in faith, connecting with
the community, and humbly serving our church.

Kimberly Caseyl have a wonderful, supportive
husband, Patrick and

two beautiful children,

Brianna and Matthew. |

have been a part of the

PWPC family since |

was in the fourth grade

(21 years). | was so

happy to be nominated

this year. | was nomi-

Sunday school is heartwarming. Seeing new faces nated previously, but it just wasn't the right time.

in all three services, seeing more people willingto  Now is the time and | feel God is telling me that.
participate and to serve their Church, makes this a God has performed miracles in my life and it's time
very exciting time in our Church life; we know that  to share that with others. God has been working here

God is certainly at work here! at PWPC since | can remember. We use to meet in a
school cafeteria and now we have our own place of
Changing your [|ife, t ha twbrship.We ase to havevliserdce ahé row we hdve e

Jesus can be one of three things in your life. He can 3. We are growing and | hope we can continue to
be nothing in your life, he can be something in your grow and show everyone God's love. | love that |
life, or he can be everything in your life. The last  have come full circle in my church family and get to
one changes you. Loving Jesus makes you want to raise my family in the same love. Thank you for this
be a better person to please him. | answered the callamazing opportunity!
to be an elder again because | want to be part of wel-
coming new people and am looking forward to being Guy Vautin- First and foremost, | am a Disciple of
part of the Worship team! Christ.  am marrled to the most amazing woman

i Peggy, and we have three
children. And now | get be
the Grandfather to five pre-
| cious grandkids!

| We joined the Church
(PWPC) when the kids
were young, from a per-

Robert Bongiorne My wife Carlee and | have been E a
together since April of 2009. We got engaged on our{ %
y LA 2 year anniversary and we were mar-

& born on April 26th 2014 and she
© came home from the hospital on May
§ 24th 2014. | started coming to PWPC

about 20 years ago and would help sonal invitation by a friend
my mom watch the children in the of Peggy's. Loved the people, loved the Pastor.

' nursery. Carlee and | started coming | @nswered the call to serve on session for another
to church regularly back in March of ~ term because | feel God calls to everyone "follow

2013 (a few months before our wedding) and we ~ Me" and this is my way of saying, here | am.

look forward to coming to church eveBunday. | | can clearly see Gods hand on us as a Church look-
answered the call to become an elder because we ing back, looking around, | see an active healthy
love our church family and want to be more in- body learning to grow in discipleship. Looking for-

volved in growing deeper in our faith. We see God ward | am excited to be a part of wherever he leads.
working not just at PWPC but all around us. Since
we started attending church regularly we have grown



